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P-ROGCGEEDI-NGS
(9:14 a.m)

CHAI RVAN JAMES: Good nor ni ng.

PARTI Cl PANTS: Good nor ni ng.

CHAI RVAN JAVES: Wl cone to the fourth
nmeeting of the National Ganbling |npact Study
Conmi ssion and, indeed, our first site visit.

| want to express ny appreciation to the
State of New Jersey and to the Cty of Atlantic Gty
for the very warm wel come and assi stance providi ng and
setting up this visit.

Those who represent this conmunity, from
the Mayor and City Council President to the Casino
Control Commi ssion, to local union representatives,
have worked very hard to insure that we would | earn as
much as possi ble about the story this city has to tel
in a very short tine.

For the benefit of those who are with us
for the first tine, | want to take just a noment to
di scuss the mission of this federal conm ssion

Congress established the National Ganbling

| mpact Study Commi ssion to conduct a conprehensive and
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factual study of the social and econom c inpacts of

| egal i zed ganbling on states, tribes, comunities, and
i ndi viduals. The nmenbers of this Conm ssion were
appoi nted by the President, the Speaker of the House,
and Senate Majority Leader, and are representative of
a nunber of very inportant and di vergent perspectives.

At our last neeting in Washington, the
Conmi ssi on established an anbitious research agenda
that focused on anal yzi ng existing research on the
i npact of ganbling, fostering new research into this
area, and surveying those involved in the industry
both as proponents and as opponents.

Al so included was the Conmission's desire
to exam ne the issue of the probl em of pathol ogica
ganbl i ng.

The National Research Council has al ready
begun to anal yze the scientific and other literature
related to ganbling, and additional research wll
shortly be underway.

We have a very short tinme frane in which
to conplete this study and report back to the

Presi dent, Congress, state and tribal governnents.
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Therefore, site visits, such as this first visit to
Atlantic Cty, are critical to insure that this is not
sinmply a federal effort based in Washi ngton, but
rather a serious exam nation of a serious matter that
i ncl udes neeting those individuals who are nost

af fected by | egalized ganbling.

Atlantic City is not only essential to
t hat understanding, but it represents a uni que
opportunity to study the effects of |egalized ganbling
over the past 20 years. There's a story to tell here
in Atlantic Gty, and like any other story, I'm
certain that is one that has both good and perhaps
even sone bad ones, but we're not here to judge or
criticize the past 20 years, nor are we here to
celebrate those tines. Instead, we're here to learn
first hand about the inpact of |egalized ganbling upon
this comunity and surroundi ng areas.

We're not here to tell you what ganbling
means to this community. Rather, we're hear today to
listen to those who live here in this comunity and
allowthemto tell their story.

Qur reception thus far has been very warm
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very cordial, and indeed, very informative. As |
said, many representatives of the community have been
extraordinarily hel pful in suggesting expert
W tnesses, site visits, and assisting in |ogistical
arrangenent s.

Yest erday when | drove here from
Phi | adel phia, | was pleased to see the Convention
Center wel cone signs at the toll booths and recogni zed
the i nmportance that the casinos have had even to the
toll booth operator, who warmy wel coned us to this
city.

| was fortunate to have the opportunity to
visit sone of the individuals and businesses affected
by ganbling. At the Atlantic Gty Medical Center we
vi ewed what has becone a first rate, conmunity-based
health system froma trauma center with sonme of the
finest staff in this part of the state, and also a
neonatal unit proudly boasting of its success, to high
t echnol ogy radi ol ogy equi pment unseen in nost primary
care facilities anywhere.

VWi le much of the credit here is due to

the quality staff of the medical center, a great dea
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was acconpl i shed because of the partnership the

hospital has with the casinos through the

Redevel opnent Aut hority.

More inportantly, | had the opportunity to

talk to nenbers of this comunity nost affected by

ganbl i ng, those who work in and around the casinos, those who --

alot of time this week hearing from ganbling

experts and public officials, it is these individuals

who under st and what

| egal i zed ganbling truly nmeans to

themand to their comunity.

These are the lives affected by our study,

and their stories are as critical to our process as

any ot hers.

| want to thank Bob MDevitt,

t he President of Union Local 54, for giving nme the

opportunity to speak to some of these individuals.

Many represent great stories of personal initiative,

sati sfaction,

strong fam lies, and hard worKk.

To them we pl edge our conmitnent to listen

and to work toward a study that includes their

per specti ve.

Lastly,

want to recogni ze a group that

we wll

spend

10
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wi || probably not be recognized today: the mllions
of men and women who cone to Atlantic Cty each year
as tourists and casino patrons. Sone conme here and
experience the effects of |egalized ganbling only
under the lights of the casino floor, but sone cone
here and experience the inpact of |egalized ganbling
el sewhere, sonetines in small, uninportant ways, and
sonmetines in inportant ways like visits to that

ener gency room

VWile the vast majority cone here and
| eave as expected, sonme | eave here coping with the
unanti ci pated consequences of problem ganbling. W
wi Il hear nmuch about this tonorrow, but to those
i ndi viduals, as well, we also pledge our comitnent to
listen and to work toward a study that recognizes the
probl ens they face.

VWile we certainly understand politics,
that's not why we're here today. | would encourage
t hose who are quick to judge the Conm ssion and its
notives to do as we do and spend our tine together
[istening and | earni ng.

| want to, again, thank you for your

11
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hospitality, and we | ook forward to our time here in

Atlantic Cty. 1t's been wonderful thus far, and I'm
sure it will continue to be so.
W' [l move now to our first panel, and,

| adi es and gentl enen, please join nme in wel com ng our
inviting panelist, Senator Robert Torricelli and
Senat or Frank LoBiondo -- Congressman. |'ve just
gi ven you a wonderful pronotion. Congressman Frank
LoBi ondo.

The Seni or Senator from New Jersey,
Senat or Frank Lautenberg, is unable to be with us
today, but has sent his remarks to the Comm ssion on
vi deotape. We'll view that tape at the concl usion of
the remarks of the panel menbers who are here and
present today.

Qur first speaker in the Honorabl e Robert
Torricelli, who represented the Ninth District of New
Jersey from 1983 until his election to the United
States Senate in 1996. Please join ne in giving him
a very warm wel cone.

(Appl ause.)
SENATOR TORRI CELLI: Menbers of the
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